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Definitions

1.
In these standards and requirements any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act, shall have that meaning and -
"blackened pods” means pods, of which the shells are mouldy or blackened over more than half of their surface;

"blemished kernels" means whole kernels which show any streaks or blotches in or on the testa or show a discolouration:  Provided that where the discoloration is limited to the embryo, veins, or natural oil stains due to cultivar characteristics, such kernels shall not be regarded as blemished kernels.
"broken and open pods" means pods of which the shells are broken or which are open in any way.
"broken kernels" means kernels of which a part has broken off;

"chemical residues" means residues of agricultural remedies which in terms of the Ferti​lizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock Remedies Act, 1947 (Act No. 36 of 1947), are permissible for the treatment of pests and diseases and which do not exceed the prescribed maximum residue limit in terms of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972);
"class" means a class referred to in item 4;

"consignment"-
(a)
means a quantity of groundnuts, which belongs to the same owner, delivered at any one time under cover of the same consignment note, delivery note or delivered by the same vehicle; or
(b)
if such a quantity is subdivided into different classes or grades, each quantity of each of the different classes or grades;

"container" means a bag, or any other container in which groundnuts are packed;

"damaged testa" means kernels of which more than one third of the testa is loose, cracked or have split off excluding split kernels;
"defective kernels" means unsound kernels, blemished kernels, soiled kernels, damaged testa, broken kernels and shrivelled kernels and sun-dried kernels;

“Food Business Operator (FBO)” means the person or persons responsible for ensuring that the prescribed requirements of these standards are met within the food business as well as the person with overall authority on site or in the specific establishment;
"foreign matter" in relation to a consignment of groundnuts -
(a)
pods, means all matter (including the raisins), excluding kernels and pods; and 
(b)
kernels, means all matter (including the raisins), excluding kernels and split kernels;

"grade" means a grade referred to in item 6;

"groundnuts" means the underground fruit of the plant Arachis hypogaea, whether in kernels or pods;

"insect" means any live insect which is injurious to groundnuts, irrespective of the stage of development thereof;

"inspector" means the Executive Officer or an officer under his or her control, or an Assignee or an employee of an Assignee;

"kernels" means the seeds and parts of seeds of groundnuts which are obtained after shelling the pods;

"kernel content" in relation to the consignment of pods means the mass of the kernels in the consignment concerned, expressed as a percentage of the mass of the pods (after the foreign matter and shelled kernels have been removed) in the con​signment concerned;

"mould-infested kernels" means kernels -
(a)
where mould growth appear and is visible to the naked eye; or
(b)
which are damaged or discoloured as a result of mould growth;

"noxious seeds" means the seeds or parts of seeds of plant species that may represent a hazard to human or animal health when consumed, including seeds of Argemone mexicana L., Convolvulus spp., Crotalaria spp., Datura spp., Ipomoea purpurea, Lolium temulentum, Ricinus communis or Xanthium spp.; 

"one-kernelled pod" means a pod which according to the formation of the shell thereof, contains a single kernel;

"other class" in relation to a specific consignment of groundnuts, means any class other than the class of which that consignment mainly consists of;
"pods" means groundnuts or parts of groundnuts of which the kernels have not yet been shelled, excluding the raisins;

"raisins" means shrivelled pods, with or without kernels, of which the kernel content cannot be recovered during the shelling process;

"shelled kernels" in relation to a consignment of pods, means the kernels in the consignment concerned which are not enclosed in shells;

"shrivelled kernels" means whole wrinkled kernels with a grooved, dented or deformed appearance:  Provided that whole kernels of which the veins are raised or crinkled, shall not be regarded as shrivelled kernels;

"soiled kernels" means whole and split kernels which are soiled to such an extent that the appearance thereof is affected;

"soiled pods" means pods with soil clinging to the shells thereof:  Provided that pods of which the shells are discoloured by soil, shall not be regarded as soiled pods;

"split kernels” means the separated halves or parts of separated halves of kernels which do not pass through the 7,20 mm round-hole screen;

"sun-dried kernels" means kernels of which the testa is easily removed when rubbed lightly between the hands;

"the Act" means the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990);

"unsound kernels" means mould-infested kernels, and kernels which are decayed, or da​maged by heat or insects, or show internally or when the testa thereof is removed, any colour which is not typical of sound kernels or are sprouted:  Provided that sprouted kernels shall be regarded as unsound only if the embryo has broken the testa;

"5,15 mm slotted screen" means a hand screen having 20,0 mm by 5,15 mm slotted perforations;

"6,0 mm slotted screen" means a hand screen having 20,0 mm by 6,0 mm slotted perforations;

"6,75 mm slotted screen" means a hand screen having 20,0 mm by 6,75 mm slotted perforations;
"7,50 mm slotted screen" means a hand screen having 20,0 mm by 7,50 mm slotted perforations;

"8,25 mm slotted screen" means a hand screen having 20,0 mm by 8,25 mm slotted perforations;

"9,0 mm slotted screen" means a hand screen having 20,0 mm by 9,0 mm slotted perforations; and
"7,20 mm round-holed screen" means a hand screen with round perforations 7,20 mm in diameter.

Scope

2.
These standards and requirements shall relate to groundnuts in respect of which an approval for the export thereof is required in terms of section 4 of the Act.

Requirements for approval

3.
(1)
An approval referred to in section 4 of the Act, may be issued in respect of a consignment of groundnuts if -
(a)
the consignment concerned is classified in accordance with the classes and specification for classes as set out in items 4 and 5;

(b)
the consignment concerned is graded in accordance with the grades and standards for grades as set out in items 6 and 7;

(c)
the consignment is packed and marked according to the packing and marking requirements as set out in items 8, 9 and 10;

(d)
the samples for inspection are drawn in accordance with the requirements as set out in items 12 to 18;

(e)
the consignment concerned is inspected in accordance with the methods  as set out in items 19 to 33;

(f)
the consignment concerned has been presented for inspection in accordance with the Regulations regarding Control of the Export of Groundnuts; and

(g)
an inspector has, after an inspection in accordance with the said regulations, found that the provisions of these standards and requirements have been complied with in respect of the consignment concerned.


(2)
The Executive Officer may deviate from the stipulated standards and requirements and issue the approval in respect of a quantity of a produce that -
(a)
is to be exported as an experiment or under such other special circumstances as may be approved by the Executive Officer; and

(b)
complies with the requirements for such produce in force in the country to which it is to be exported provided further that the export documents are accordingly endorsed with the name of the importing country.
QUALITY STANDARDS

Classes

4.
There are 5 classes of groundnuts, namely -
(a)
Class Red Spanish;

(b)
Class Spanish;
(c)
Class Runner;
(d)
Class Virginia Type; and
(e)
Class Mixed;

Specifications for classes

5.
A consignment of groundnuts is classified as -
(a)
Class Red Spanish, if it contains at least 97% of the Red Spanish type of groundnuts;

(b)
Class Spanish, if it contains at least 97% of the Spanish type of groundnuts;

(c)
Class Runner, if it contains at least 97% of the runner-type of groundnuts;
(d)
Class Virginia Type, if it contains at least 97% of the Virginia type of groundnuts; and
(e)
Class Mixed, if it contains groundnuts that cannot be classified in accordance with these standards and requirements as Class Red Spanish, Class Spanish, Class Runner, and Class Virginia Type groundnuts;

Grades for groundnuts

6.
The grade/grades for the various classes of groundnuts, in the case of -
(a)
kernels are:

Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
(b)
split kernels are:
Grade 1 split




Grade 2 split
(c)
pods is:

Grade 1 Pods
Standards for grades

7.
(1)
All grades of groundnuts shall -
(a)
be free from a musty, sour and any other unacceptable odour;

(b)
be free from insects;

(c)
be free from substance which renders it unfit for human or animal consumption or processing into or utilisation thereof as food or feed;

(d)
be free from seeds of Ricinus communis and not contain more  noxious seeds, other than Ricinus communis, than permitted in terms of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972);

(e)
contain no chemical residues that exceed the prescribed maximum residue limit:  Provided that -
(i)
if the prescribed maximum residue limit of an importing country is lower than is permissible in terms of the Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock Remedies Act, 1947 (Act No. 36 of 1947), the prescribed maximum residue limit of the importing country shall be complied with; and

(ii)
the Executive Officer may grant permission for a consignment of groundnuts with a higher maximum residue limit, to be exported to countries where this higher residue limit is permis​sible: Provided further that the export documents are accordingly endorsed with the name of the importing country;

(f)
have a moisture content of not more than 7%;

(g)
comply with the count requirements as set out in Table 1 of the Annexure;

(h)
comply with the permissible kernel count (m/m) on a specific screen as set out in Table 2 of the Annexure;

(i)
if requested by the importing country, comply with the requirements for plant injurious organisms of phytosanitary importance as determined by the Director of the Directorate:  Plant Health;
(j)
comply with the permitted tolerance for total aflatoxin as well as aflatoxin B1 as prescribed by the Food​stuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972):  Provided that -
(i)
if the prescribed maximum aflatoxin limit of an importing country is lower than is permissible in terms of Act No.  54 of 1972, the prescribed marking requirements with regard to intended use of the importing country shall be complied with; and 

(ii)
if the prescribed aflatoxin limits in terms of Act No. 54 of 1972 are exceeded, such groundnuts may be exported to countries where higher limits are permissible provided that the export documents are accordingly endorsed with the name of the exporting country and the intended use is clearly marked on the export certificate and container or label.
(k)
in the case of a consignment of kernels, comply with the requirements set out in Table 3 of the Annexure; 
(l)
in the case of a consignment of split kernels, comply with the requirements as set out in Table 5 of the Annexure;  and

(m)
in the case of a consignment of pods, comply with the requirements as set out in Table 4 of the Annexure.

(2)
Subject to the provisions of subitem (1) an owner may request an inspector, after an inspection, to certify as correct the specifications on the product specification sheet accompanying the consignment.

CONTAINERS AND PACKING REQUIREMENTS

Requirements for containers
8.
(1)
Containers containing groundnuts shall be suitable, intact, clean, dry, odourless and strong enough.


(2)
Where stitching is required to close a container, it shall be done properly by parallel stitching in a straight line with the seam of the container.
Packing requirements

9.
Groundnuts of different classes (with the exception of Class Mixed) and grades may not be packed in the same container.

MARKING REQUIREMENTS

Particulars

10.
All containers that contain groundnuts shall be marked clearly and legibly on each container or on a label that is affixed thereto with the following particulars:

(a)
The name of the product.

(b)
The name and address or registered trademark of the exporter or selection plant:  Provided that it may be substituted by a code which has been approved beforehand in writing by the Executive Officer.

(c)
The Food Business Operator (FBO) code which has been registered by the selection plant or exporter with the Executive Officer:  Provided that such a code may form part of a lot number -
(i)
if a producer has more than one farm, each farm shall be registered separately;  and

(ii)
such code shall be preceded by the expression "producer", "packer", "PUC", "FBO", as the case may be, or any other suitable term having a similar meaning.

(d)
The net mass of the contents as prescribed in terms of the Trade Metrology Act 1973 (Act No. 77 of 1973).
(e)
The class, grade and count of the contents:  Provided that in the case of a consignment of split kernels, the count may be omitted and that the grade shall be followed by the wording "Split Kernels".

(f)
The lot number of the consignment concerned.

(g)
The country of origin:  Provided that no abbreviation or the expression "South Africa" on its own shall be used.
(h)
The intended use shall be expressed in the case of groundnuts other than those intended for human consumption as “animal/bird feed”, “crushing purposes” etc.
Prohibited particulars

11.
No wording, illustration or other means of expression that constitutes a misre​presentation or which directly or by implication, creates a misleading impression of the contents shall appear on a container which contains groundnuts.
SAMPLING

General

12.
(1)
An inspector shall for the purpose of these standards and requirements, take a random sample of groundnuts in the following manner:

(a)
In the case of a consignment of pods -
(i)
exported in containers, samples shall be taken by shovel as set out in item 13, from at least 20% of the containers in the consignment concerned; or

(ii)
exported in bulk, samples shall be taken with a shovel as set out in item 13, from the consignment concerned in at least four different places in the container.

(b)
In the case of a consignment of kernels -
(i)
samples shall be taken as set out in item 13, from at least 20% of the containers randomly selected of the consign​ment concerned;
(ii)
samples shall be taken with a grain probe as set out in item 14, from at least 20% of the containers randomly selected of the consignment concerned;

(iii) samples shall be taken with a cup with a capacity of at least 85 g as set out in item 15, from at least 20% of the containers randomly selected of the consignment con​cerned, and
(iv) samples shall be taken with bulk probe as set out in item 16, from the consignment concerned in at least three different places in the bulk container.   
Provided that in the case of consignments exceeding 15 tons, at least 100 containers shall be sampled and in the case of bulk containers, all containers shall be sampled.
(2)
An inspector shall take an additional sample of at least 200 kg for the determination of foreign matter.

(3)
A sample taken according to this item shall be considered to be representative of the consignment and consist of at least 40 kg in the case of aflatoxin analysis and at least 10 kg in the case of grading, provided that the grading sample and aflatoxin sample could be the same sub samples.
(4)
At least 20 kg from the 40 kg sample shall be used for aflatoxin analysis and the remaining 20 kg for reference purposes in case of dispute.
(5) 
The sampling and analysis must meet the requirements of the importing country.
Sampling with a shovel

13.
A consignment of pods shall be sampled with a shovel as follows:

(a)
Insert the shovel with a slight shuffling movement into the groundnuts at each position chosen in the container concerned, and then lift the shovel uniformly while keeping it horizontal.

(b)
Place the material on the shovel into a suitable collecting tray.

(c)
Repeat the procedure described in paragraph (a), alternately at different depths at each position chosen in the container concerned, and place the material so obtained into the collecting tray mentioned in paragraph (b).

(d)
Take approximately equal quantities of material at each selected position from the consignment concerned.

(e)
Mix the material so obtained thoroughly and divide it with a sample divider that the sample obtained from the consignment concerned consists of at least 2 x 20 kg.
Sampling with a grain probe

14.
(1)
A consignment of kernels shall be sampled with a grain probe as follows:

(a)
Insert the tapered end of such a probe upwards at an angle of 30 degrees with the horizontal line into each of the containers selected from the consignment concerned and with the opening thereof facing downwards, until the tip of the probe is approximately in the centre of the container.

(b)
Turn the probe on its longitudinal axis through approximately 180° so that its opening faces upwards.

(c)
Withdraw the probe with a slight shuffling movement and at a dimi​nishing speed from the container concerned so that a relative equable and increasing flow of kernels is maintained through the opening nearest to the side of the container.

(d)
Place the material in the probe into a suitable collecting tray.

(e)
Repeat the procedure described in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) for each of the containers randomly selected and place the material so obtained in the collecting tray mentioned in paragraph (d).

(f)
Take approximately equal quantities of material from each container selected from the consignment concerned.

(g)
Mix the material so obtained thoroughly and divides it with a sample divider so that the sample obtained from the consignment concerned consists of at least 2 x 20 kg.


(2)
The grain probe referred to in subitem (1), shall -

(a)
be of sufficient length to enable the tip to reach the centre of the container being sampled; and

(b)
consist of a cylindrical tube with a tapered end and an opening near the tip.

Sampling with a cup with a capacity of at least 85 g

15.
A consignment of kernels shall be sampled with a cup with a capacity of at least 85 g as follows:

(a)
Open the containers.

(b)
Scoop with a cup equal quantity of materials from each of the containers randomly selected and place the material so obtained in a suitable collecting tray.
(c)
Mix the material so obtained thoroughly and divide it with a sample divider so that the sample obtained from the consignment concerned consists of at least 2 x 20 kg.
Sampling with a bulk probe

16.
(a)
Open all the containers.

(b)
Insert the bulk probe throughout the full depth of the bulk bag or the whole length of the bulk bag.
(c)
Probe at least three times per bulk bag.
(d)
Mix the material so obtained thoroughly and divides it with a sample divider that the sample obtained from the consignment concerned consists of at least 2 x 20 kg.
Deviating sample

17.
If an inspector should notice during sampling or during the inspection that any of the quantities of groundnuts taken from any container are obviously inferior to or differ from the samples abstracted from the remainder of the containers, he shall -
(a)
obtain further samples required for inspection from the deviating portion;  and
(b)
base the inspection result only on the samples abstracted from the containers of the deviating portion.
Obtaining a working sample

18.
(1)
A working sample shall be obtained by dividing the representative or deviating sample with a multiple slot driver.

(2)
The division of a sample with a multiple-slot divider shall be done by -
(a)
placing the sample in an empty collecting tray;

(b)
placing an empty collecting tray underneath each of the two sets of the multiple-slot divider's chutes;

(c)
pouring the sample contained in the collecting tray referred to in paragraph (a) through the multiple-slot divider; and

(d)
repeatedly pouring that part of the sample that is collected at one selected set of chutes, through the multiple-slot divider after the collecting tray in which it was collected has been exchanged for an empty collecting tray, until a working sample of the required size is obtained.
INSPECTION METHODS

Determination of musty, sour or unacceptable odours, harmful substances, insects and noxious seeds

19.
A consignment of groundnuts or a sample of the consignment concerned is sen​sorially examined or chemically analysed in order to determine whether -

(a)
it has a musty, sour or other unacceptable odour;

(b)
it contains groundnuts in or on which a substance occurs which makes it unfit for human consumption or for processing into or utilisation thereof as food or feed;

(c)
it contains insects; and

(d)
it contains noxious seeds.

Determination of the percentage of foreign matter and shelled kernels

20.
The percentage foreign matter and shelled kernels in a consignment of pods, is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain a working sample of at least 10 kg from the sample of the consign​ment.

(b)
Remove all foreign matter and shelled kernels separately and determine the respective mass of each.

(c)
Express the respective masses of the foreign matter and shelled kernels thus determined separately as a percentage of the working sample.  If soil clings to the pods, obtain at least 200 g pods and wipe off the soil by hand.  Determine the mass thereof and express it as a percentage of the 200 g sample.  Add the percentage of soil determined above to the percentage of foreign matter determined to indicate the total percentage foreign matter.
(d)
Such percentages represent respectively the percentage foreign matter and shelled kernels in the consignment.

Determination of the percentage of foreign matter

21.
The percentage of foreign matter in a consignment of kernels is deter​mined as follows:

(a)
Obtain a working sample of at least 10 kg from a sample of the consignment.

(b)
Remove all foreign matter from the working sample and determine the number percentage of foreign matter as the case may be.  If this number exceeds the limit permissible for Grade 1 or Grade 2 as set out in Table 3, determine the mass and express as a percentage of the mass of the working sample.

(c)
Now take an additional sample of at least 200 kg as a working sample.

(d)
Allow the contents of the bags to flow in a thin stream onto a sorting belt or sorting table in such a manner that the foreign matter can be spotted.

(e)
Remove all foreign matter from the working sample and determine the number of foreign matter.  If this number exceeds the limit permissible for Grade 1 or Grade 2 as set out in (Table 3,) determine the mass and express as a percentage of the mass of the working sample.

(f)
Determine the total number of foreign matter obtained in paragraph (b) and (e) or the (total) of the percentages obtained in paragraphs (b) and (e), as the case may be.  Such total represents the total number of foreign matter in the consignment concerned in the case of Grade 1 and Grade 2, and such percentage represents the percentage of foreign matter in the case of Grade 3 and the percentage of foreign matter in the consignment respectively in the case of Grade 4.

Determination of the percentage damaged kernels and the percentage broken kernels respectively

22.
The percentage damaged kernels and the percentage broken kernels respectively is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from the sample of the consignment.

(b)
Sort each of the working samples in such a manner that the damaged kernels and broken kernels are retained separately.

(c)
Determine the respective mass of the damaged kernels and broken kernels so obtained in each of the working samples, and express it as a percentage of the mass of each of the working sample.

(d)
Determine the average of the percentages of the damaged kernels and broken kernels respectively.

(e)
Such percentages represent respectively the percentages damaged kernels and broken kernels in the consignment concerned.
Determination of class

23.
The class of a consignment of -
(a)
Pods is determined as follows:

(i)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from the sample of the consignment, after all foreign matter and shelled kernels have been removed.

(ii)
Remove all pods belonging to another class from the working samples and determine the mass of each of the remaining quantities.

(iii)
Express the masses so determined, as a percentage of the mass of each working sample.

(iv)
Determine the average of the two percentages thus obtained.

(v)
Such percentage represents the percentage of groundnuts of a specific class in the consignment concerned.

(b)
Kernels, is determined as follows:

(i)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from the sample of the consignment, after all foreign matter and damaged kernels have been removed.

(ii)
Remove all kernels belonging to another class from the working samples and determine the mass of each of the remaining quantities.

(iii)
Express the masses so determined, as a percentage of the mass of each working sample.

(iv)
Determine the average of the two percentages thus obtained.

(v)
Such percentage represents the percentage of groundnuts of a specific class in the consignment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of pods or kernels of another class

24.
(1)
The percentage of pods of another class is determined as follows:

(a)
Determine the masses of the pods of another class taken from the working samples as set out in item 23(a) (ii).
(b)
Express the masses so determined, as a percentage of the mass of each working sample.

(c)
Determine the average of the two percentages thus obtained.

(d)
Such percentage represents the percentage of pods of another class in the consignment concerned.

(2)
The percentage of kernels of another class is determined as follows:

(a)
Determine the masses of the kernels of another class taken from the working samples as set out in item 23(b) (ii).
(b)
Express the masses so determined, as a percentage of the mass of each working sample.

(c)
Determine the average of the two percentages thus obtained.

(d)
Such percentage represents the percentage of kernels of another class in the consignment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of unsound, blemished and soiled kernels

25.
The percentage of unsound, blemished and soiled kernels -
(a)
in the case of a consignment of pods, is determined as follows:

(i)
Obtain two working samples of at least 5 kg each of pods from the sample of the consignment and shell the pods.

(ii)
Weigh off at least 2 kg of kernels for each of the working samples.

(iii)
Sort each working sample obtained in paragraph (ii) in such a manner that the unsound, blemished and soiled kernels, are retained sepa​rately and determine the respective mass of each.

(iv)
Express the respective masses of the unsound, blemished and soiled kernels as a percentage of each working sample obtained in para​graph (ii).
(v)
Determine the average of the two percentages thus obtained.

(vi)
Such percentages represent the percentages of the unsound, ble​mished and soiled kernels in the consignment concerned.

(vii)
The sum of the percentages obtained in paragraph (vi) represents the collective percentage of unsound, blemished and soiled kernels in the consignment concerned.

(b)
in the case of a consignment of kernels, is determined as follows:

(i)
Obtain a working sample of at least 10 kg from the sample of the con​signment.

(ii)
Sort the working sample in such a manner that the unsound, ble​mished and soiled kernels are retained and determine the mass thereof.

(iii)
Express the mass of the unsound, blemished and soiled kernels as a percentage of the working sample.

(iv)
Such percentage represents the collective percentage of unsound, blemished and soiled kernels in the consignment concerned.

(v)
Obtain a working sample of at least 500 g by dividing the total mass of unsound, blemished and soiled kernels with a sample divider:  Pro​vided that when the total mass of unsound, blemished and soiled kernels is less than 500 g, the total mass is to be taken as a working sample.

(vi)
Sort the working sample in paragraph (v) in such a manner that the unsound kernels are retained.

(vii)
Determine the mass of unsound kernels.

(viii)
Calculate the percentage of unsound kernels using the following for​mula:

mass determined in


mass determined in

paragraph (vii)



paragraph (ii)


100

                         

x 
                                  
    x 
____

mass of working sample   

mass of working 

   1

prescribed in paragraph (v)

sample prescribed 





in paragraph (i)
(ix)
Such percentage represents the percentage of unsound kernels in the consignment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of split kernels in a consignment of whole kernels

26.
The percentage of split kernels in a consignment of whole kernels is deter​mined as follows:

(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from a sample of the consignment.

(b)
Sort each of the working samples in such a manner with the aid of the 7,20mm round-hole screen, that the split kernels are retained.

(c)
Determine the mass of the split kernels so obtained in each of the separate working samples, and express each one as a percentage of the mass of the working sample.

(d)
Determine the average of the two percentages so obtained.

(e)
Such percentage represents the percentage of split kernels in the consign​ment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of whole kernels in a consignment of split kernels

27.
The percentage of whole kernels in a consignment of split kernels is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from a sample of the consignment.

(b)
Sort each of the working samples in such a manner that the whole kernels are retained.

(c)
Determine the mass of the whole kernels so obtained in each of the separate working samples, and express each one as a percentage of the mass of the respective working sample.

(d)
Determine the average of the two percentages so obtained.

(e)
Such percentage represents the percentage of whole kernels in the con​signment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of kernels on a specific screen

28.
The percentage of kernels on a specific screen in a consignment of whole kernels is determined as follows:
(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from a sample of the con​signment, after the split kernels and foreign matter have been re​moved.

(b)
Sieve each of the working samples thoroughly on the 9,00 mm, 8,25 mm, 7,50 mm, 6,75 mm, 6,00 mm and 5,15 mm slotted screens that are placed in the mentioned sequence on top of each other with a pan underneath the screens.
(c)  
Identify the screen where most of the kernels have end up and indicate that screen as the primary screen.

(d)      Determine and remove any spilt kernels from any of the sieves and add it to the screen where the most kernels have been identified in (c). 

(e)        Determine for the other screens the mass of the kernels that remain on each separate slotted screen and express each as a percentage of the mass of the working sample. 

(f)
Determine the average of the two percentages for each screen.

(g)
The determined percentages of the specific screens shall be compared with the allowed tolerances as stipulated in Table 2 for each separate kernel count in the consignment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of shrivelled kernels

29.
The percentage of shrivelled kernels is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from a sample of the consignment.

(b)
Sort each of the working samples in such a manner that the shrivelled kernels are retained.

(c)
Determine the mass of the shrivelled kernels so obtained in each of the working samples, and express each as a percentage of the mass of the working sample.

(d)
Determine the average of the two percentages so obtained.

(e)
Such percentage represents the percentage of shrivelled kernels in the con​signment concerned.

Determination of count (number of kernels per 28.35 g)

30.
The number of kernels per 28.35 g in the case of a consignment of whole kernels is determined as follows:

(a) Obtain three working samples of 28.35 g (or as close as possible to the weight of 28.35g) kernels each from a sample of the con​signment, after all foreign matter and split kernels have been removed
(b)
Count the number of kernels in each working sample.

(c)
Determine the average of the number of kernels per 28.35 g of the three working samples.

(d)
Such number represents the count (number of kernels per 28.35 g) of the kernels of the consignment concerned.

.

Determination of the percentage of kernel content

31.
The percentage of kernel content of a consignment of pods is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from the sample of the consignment, after all foreign matter and shelled kernels have been removed.

(b)
Shell the pods in each of the working samples by hand and determine the masses of the kernels so obtained in each of the separate working samples.

(c)
Express each of the masses so determined, as a percentage of the mass of the respective working samples.

(d)
Determine the average of the percentages so obtained.

(e)
Such percentage represents the percentage of kernel content of the con​signment concerned.

Determination of the percentage of broken and open pods in the case of a consign​ment of pods

32.
The percentage of broken and open pods in the case of a consignment of pods is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain two working samples of at least 200 g each from a sample of the consignment, after all foreign matter and shelled kernels have been removed.

(b)
Sort each of the working samples in such a manner that the broken and open pods are retained.

(c)
Calculate the mass of the broken and op en pods so obtained in each of the separate working samples, and express each one as a percentage of the mass of the respective working sample.

(d)
Determine the average of the two percentages so obtained.

(e)
Such percentage represents the percentage of broken and open pods in the consignment concerned.

Determination of the moisture content

33.
The moisture content of a consignment of groundnuts may be determined according to any suitable method: Provided that the results thus obtained are in accordance (±0, 3 per cent) with the results obtained by means of 72 hour oven dried method (AACCMethod 44/15A/1981)
+
Determination of aflatoxin

34.
The aflatoxin content of a consignment groundnuts shall be determined by sampling the consignment, preparing the sample and following good laboratory practices as prescribed   in terms of the “Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1881/2006 of 19 December 2006 as amended”.
NOTIFICATION OF REJECTED CONSIGNMENTS

35.
An exporter shall inform the Directorate: Food Safety and Quality Assurance in writing imme​diately about any rejections by the government of the importing country and shall furnish the following information:
(a)
Name of importing country.

(b)
Name and particulars of inspection agent that rejected the consignment.

(c)
Reasons for rejection and actions taken (re-export/destroyed).

(d)
Lot number.

(e)
Name and address of exporter.

(f)
Particulars of RSA processor.

36.
In case of an exporter/ processing plant receiving more than three consecutive rejections on consignments exceeding permitted aflatoxin limits at inland testing, the following measures shall be applied in respect of future exports:
(a)
exporter/ processing plant shall provide control measures implemented to ensure that the problems do not re-occur;

(b)
2 x 20 kg samples shall be taken for aflatoxin analysis until three consecutive compliant laboratory test results are obtained at the cost of the exporter/processor. 

(c)
on-site audit shall be conducted by the auditors from the Assignee to audit the premises at the cost of the exporter/processor; and

(d)
exports from the processing plant concerned shall be suspended until both the Assignee and the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries are satisfied of its export suitability based on paragraphs (a), (b) and (c).
37
In cases of an exporter/processing plant receiving more than one rejection on consignments exceeding permitted aflatoxin limits at the importing country level, exports from the processing plant concerned could be suspended until both the Assignee and the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries are satisfied with its export compliance. 

ANNEXURES
TABLE 1

COUNT REQUIREMENTS

	Count
	Minimum number of kernels per 28.35 g
	Maximum number of kernels per 28.35 g

	1
	2
	3

	20/30

30/40

40/50

50/60

60/70

70/80

80/100

100/130


	20

30

40

50

60

70

80

100
	30

40

50

60

70

80

100

130


TABLE 2

PERMISSIBLE KERNEL COUNTS (M/M) ON A SPECIFIC SCREEN

	Kernel Count
	Maximum % kernels per​missible on the sieves  under the two successive sieves whereby most kernels occur
	Maximum combined % kernels allowed on the sieves  up and below the two successive sieves where the most kernels occur

	1
	2
	3

	40/50
	8 %
	NVT

	50/60
	3 %
	10 %

	60/70
	3 %
	9 %

	70/80
	8 %
	13 %

	80/100
	3 %
	6 %

	100/130
	3 %
	6 %


TABLE 3

MAXIMUM PERCENTAGE PERMISSIBLE DEVIATIONS IN THE CASE OF GROUNDNUTS IN A SHELLED FORM

	Grading factor
	Grade 1
	Grade 2
	Grade 3
	Grade 4

	1. Foreign matter
	2 foreign objects per 210 kg: Provi​ded that no stones, glass or metal objects are permitted
	4 foreign ob​jects per 210 kg: Provi​ded that no stones, glass or metal objects are permitted
	1%
	9% foreign matter: Provided that sticks matter shall not exceed 3%

	2.
Un​sound, blemis​hed and soiled whole and plit kernels collec​tively


	1,0%
	4%
	30%
	*

	3.
Unsound whole and split ker​nels 
	0,04%
	0,1%
	15%
	30%


	4.   Split kernels for the following counts:


100/130 - 


60/70


50/60


40/50 - 20/30


	3%

4%

7%
	4%

6%

8%
	15%

15%

15%
	*

*

*

	5.
Shri​velled kernels for the following counts: 


100/130 - 80/100 

70/80 

20/30 - 60/70


	6%

3%

1%
	10%

4%

2%
	40%

40%

40%
	*

*

*

	6.
Broken kernels


	1%
	2%
	5%
	*

	7.   Damaged testa


	14%
	18%
	*
	*

	8.    Kernels of another class
	1%
	2%
	*
	*


NOTE

*  No specification.

TABLE 4

MAXIMUM PERCENTAGE PERMISSIBLE DEVIATIONS

IN THE CASE OF PODS

	Grading factor
	Grade 1

	1
	2

	1.
Foreign matter
	0,25%:  Provided that no stones, glass or metal objects are permitted



	2.
Unsound, blemished and soiled whole and split kernels collectively


	10%

	3.
 Unsound whole and split kernels


	5%

	4.
Total percentage defective kernels


	20%

	5.
Shelled kernels


	1%

	6.
Pods or kernels of another class


	0,5%

	7.   Blackened and soiled pods


	1,5%

	8.
Broken pods


	30%

	9.
Minimum kernel content


	65%


TABLE 5

MAXIMUM PERCENTAGE PERMISSIBLE DEVIATIONS IN THE CASE OF SPLIT KERNELS

	Grading factor
	Grade 1
	Grade 2

	
	
	

	1.
Foreign matter (No stones, glass or metal objects in grade 1)


	 2 parts
	1%



	2.
Unsound


	0.5%
	15%



	3.
Mould infected kernels 


	 0.04%
	3%



	4.
Total unsound and soiled


	5%
	25%



	5.
Whole kernels 


	6%


	10%



	6.
Kernels and parts of kernels under the 7.2 mm roundhole sieve
	6%
	6%
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